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Would you marry 
someone after a

 30 minute interview?

• Think of looking for a job as a 2-3 year process

• Start early in your graduate career 

• Network, network, network



Top 3 Skills

• Computational Skills

• Writing Skills / Verbal Skills

• Teamwork



 Demonstrating your 
skill set

• Tangible accomplishments 

• Software written (including documentation)

• Papers, reports, research statement 

• Special projects / REUs / internships



Other Important Skills

• Leadership skills

• Initiative / Self-starter 

• Interpersonal skills



Useful References

• This talk can be found at: 

• http://hpcrd.lbl.gov/~meza/presentations.html

• Other useful general information can be 
found at:

• http://hpcrd.lbl.gov/~meza/outreach.html
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Interviewing References

• J. Meza, Research Job Interviews: The Unwritten 
Rules,

• http://hpcrd.lbl.gov/~meza/talks/RiceAGEP07.pdf

• Other useful information can be found at:

• http://hpcrd.lbl.gov/~meza/outreach.html
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Talk references
• J. Meza, The Art of Giving Talks: Some Thoughts, 

Advice, and Lessons Learned the Hard Way,

• http://hpcrd.lbl.gov/~meza/talks/GivingTalks04.pdf

• J. Asher, Even a Geek Can Speak

• P. Norvig, The Making of the Gettysburg 
Powerpoint Presentation

• http://www.norvig.com/Gettysburg/making.html 

• E.R. Tufte, The Cognitive Style of PowerPoint, 2003

• J. Wetherbe and B. Wetherbe, So, What’s Your 
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Writing references

• N. Higham, Handbook of Writing for the 
Mathematical Sciences, SIAM.

• W. Strunk and E.B.  White, Elements of Style

• W. Zinsser, On Writing Well

• R. Sawyer, The Way of the Storyteller


